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For the safety of the Sangat and Sewadards, SANGAT is requested to follow CDC/Contra Costa County COVID guidelines. Everyone must wear a mask/face covering, wash
hands or use sanitizer before entering the Gurughar. Anyone with temperature or any COVID sysmptoms is humbly requested to refrain from coming to Gurughar.

Sri Guru Ravidass ji was born in 1377, in Kanshi, in India, in a humble family of Baba Santokh Dass ji and Mata Kalsa Devi ji. Guru Ravidass Ji was a great religious and social
reformer. Guru Ji dedicated his whole life for the welfare of the humanity. He preached social harmony and equality among all human beings. He stood against caste based discrimination.
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Ajai Paul Ram Shashi Paul

Jaila Jaggi Salinder Bhatia

The New Committee appreciates the services of the
previous committee and the selection panel and is
looking forward to continued support. Guidance
and cooperation of the entire Sangat who is the
backbone of our Gurughar. Thank you.

Sangat De Sewadar
Chairman President General Secretary Treasurer

Jagtar Bhatia Shinder Paul Narabut Dharam Pal Chonkria Vinod Kumar
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Happy 644th Parkash Utsav of Sri Guru Ravidass Ji.
May Satguru Ji Bless entire universe.
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Sl g & _J Guru Ravidass,

Guru Ravidass, one of the most famous un-
touchable Sant-poets of the 15th-16th cen-
tury, is known as a leading star of the
Bhakti movement, especially the nirguna
sampradaya or santparampara (sect or tra-
dition of devotees of a formless God) of the
later medieval centuries in Northern India.
He was a cobbler, sage, poet, philosopher
and social reformer, all rolled into one, who
adopted Bhakti (loving devotion) as a
method of social protest against the cen-
turies old inhuman system of untouchability.
He did not discard the religion he was born
in nor abandon his so-called degraded low-
est caste-based occupation of leather-work
to move up on the scale of social hierarchy,
as is often referred to in the case of two
widely accepted as well as cited models of
upward social mobility — conversion and
Sanskritization — in India and elsewhere. In-
stead, Guru Ravidass chose Bhakti of Ni-
rakar (formless) God and earning livelihood
through his hereditary leather-work as a
middle path to protest against the rotten
caste-based evil of social exclusion and op-
pression. This unique middle path method
— free from religious rituals and sectarian
formalities — was very novel and daring
given the religious bigotry state-of-affairs of
his time. Guru Ravidass laid emphasis on
fearlessness, self-respect, dignity of labour
and compassion for all. It reflected the
democratic and egalitarian traits of his so-
cial philosophy based on simple devotion to
God. It was daring in the sense that he
chose to challenge his tormentors by em-
ploying the iconography of their dress as a
symbol of social protest which was not only
highly objectionable but was equally deadly
for a low caste of his times. He challenged
the tyranny of Brahmins and defied their
hegemony by adopting the prohibited dress
— Dhoti (cloth wrapped around the waist),
Janeue (sacred thread) and Tilak (sacred
red mark on forehead) — for the untouch-
ables. It is important to note here that in the
popular calendar culture of Punjab, Guru
Ravidass is invariably presented in the
above-mentioned dress code which was
anathema for the lower castes. His iconog-
raphy seems to work as a suitable peda-
gogic tool to convey the message of
self-respect and the dignity of labour to the
downtrodden who were not only com-
pletely debarred from entering into the spir-
itual sphere in the Hindu society
monopolized by the priestly class of Brah-
mins, but were also treated worse than an-
imals because of their so-called low caste
birth and brutally imposed lower status na-
ture of their occupation. It is in this context
that his emphasis on Bhakti and adoption
of unique iconography produced a new text
of a lower-caste peaceful social protest.
Guru Ravidass became promi-
nent because he unleashed a frontal at-
tack on the long tradition of social
oppression and untouchability in the
Hindu society. Though born and brought
up in Uttar Pradesh province of North India,
Guru Ravidass came to command large
followings among the lower castes of
Punjab, which he believed to have visited
during his journeys towards Rajasthan.
Another factor that made him further
popular in Punjab is the inclusion of his
Bani (spiritual poetry 40 hymns and one
Shloka) in Sri Guru Granth Sahib, sacred
scriptures of Sikh faith. His stature grew
still further when the Ad Dharm move-
ment made him its patron Sant and a
political rallying point. The Ad Dharm
movement which came into existence in

Postal Address of Desh Doaba :

1920s used his pictures as its emblem,
poetry as its sacred text and legends
about him as illustration of lower caste
pride and power. The fact that Guru
Ravidass came from one of the lowest

castes, acted as a catalyst in the emer-
gence of dalit consciousness in Punjab. His
fellow low caste followers, who consider
him their Guru, dedicated to him temples,

memorial halls, educational
institutions/chairs, cultural organizations,
and hospitals. They founded several mis-
sions to accurately establish facts about his
life and works, and to disseminate his mes-
sage of compassion, equality, and broth-
erhood in India and abroad. In fact, his
lustrous image played an instrumental
role in mobilizing the outcastes especially
the Chamars (leather workers) who also
joined the Ad Dharm movement in large
numbers. Consequently, the Chamars of
Punjab and Punjabi Chamar diasporas or-
ganized themselves into various Guru
Ravidass Sabhas (societies) and estab-
lished a large number of Ravidass
shrines popularly known as Ravidass
Deras within the state and abroad.

But made Guru Ravidass the most
venerable among his fellow community
folks was his steadfast determination to
proudly exhibit his otherwise degraded
caste identity. keep Though he attired him-
self like a Brahmin, he did never hide his
caste. Attiring like a Brahmin, Guru Ravi-
dass did not want to convey the superiority
of the profession of priesthood at all. He did
not pretend to show any pride in the dress
of the priestly Brahmin caste. His only mo-
tive, it seems, to dress like priests, was to
challenge hegemony of the high-caste peo-
ple. He kept on making and mending shoes
while siting amidst leather. He did not dis-
card his caste in any way. Rather, he be-
came very vocal about it and the oppression
perpetrated in its name on the lower caste
people. He repeatedly mentioned about his
caste in his widely appreciated scared po-
etry. This is what made him a prophet of
Dalit consciousness in North India and dis-
tinguished his innovative ‘middle path’ from
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Eqalitarian Social Order and Dalit Consciousness

the stereotype models of religious conver-
sion and Sanskritization. While adopting the
prohibited dress and other symbols of the
upper castes, and at the same time sticking
to his hereditary occupation, he probably
tried to show how lower castes could
achieve social mobility without
sacrificing/compromising their distinct Dalit
identity. It seems that Guru Ravidass’s mid-
dle path model of Dalit
social mobility liberated

Dalits from what
Schuetz called the
dilemma of ‘a man

without a history’. In
other words, it taught a
new way of achieving
Dalit social mobility
without hiding one’s
caste as well as ethnic
social ties and customs.
| Indeed, a unique
| method of Dalit social
mobil ity! Moreover, this
noble Dalit social mobil-
ity model helped the
lowest of low castes to
rise up to reclaim their
lost indigenous socio-
cultural and native reli-
gious heritage.

Sacred poetry of
Guru Ravidass eventu-
ally emerged as a vehi-
cle of social protest
during the early
decades of 20th cen-
tury colonial rule in
India. His poetry, writ-
ten in the vernacular of
common man, is full of
radical fervour. It pro-
vides what Gail Omvedt underlined ‘hope
for a better world and a fight against ex-
ploiters, power-holders and oppression
going on under the name of religion’. It re-
flected his vision of the social and spiritual
needs of the downtrodden and underlined
the urgency of their emancipation. He,
therefore, is regarded as a messiah of the
downtrodden who revere him as devoutly
as Hindus revered their Gods and God-
desses, and Sikhs their Gurus. They wor-
ship his image, celebrate his Jayantis (birth
and death anniversaries), recite his hymns
every morning and night, raise slogans like
Ravidass Shakti Amar Rahe (the spiritual
power of Ravidass live forever) and repose
faith in his spiritual power. This unique ‘mid-
dle path’ model of Dalit social mobility and
social protest based on the negation of the
viability of religious conversion on the one
hand, and the utility of following into the
footsteps of the upper castes on the other,
was well received in Punjab — a vast Dalit
constituency groomed by the Ad Dharm
movement — for the following interrelated
reasons: A) Dalits in Punjab had a rich back-
ground of Ad Dharm leadership, which fa-
cilitated institutionalization of an alternative
Ravidass culture, in the cities as well as
rural areas in the state, based on the teach-
ings and life styles of Guru Ravidass; B) the
fact that Guru Ravidass himself belonged to
one of the lowest castes (Chamar caste)
acted as a catalyst in the adoption of his
unique path; C) Dalits in Punjab were not
politically motivated enough to follow radi-
cal separatism perhaps because of the in-
fluence of Ad Dharm movement. They were
also not equally willing to tread the path of
assimilation because of the fear of losing
their very own culture in the whirlpool of

the upper
castes’ cultural
lifestyles; and
D) they were,
rather, well
convinced of
the potentiality
of their indige-
nous religion
(Ad Dharm) to
salvage them
from the abyss
of social exclu-
sion and op-
pression
caused by the
asymmetrical
and oppressive structures of the Hindu so-
cial order. Since Ravidass himself did not
embrace any other religion nor he tried to
escape social exclusion by getting assimi-
lated into the mainstream social system of
the upper castes, and above all he belonged
to their own caste, Dalits of Punjab found
in him an exemplar of the ‘middle path’.
The presence of simple but sharp elements
of social protest in his teachings along with
the commonality of his caste provided the
basis for the rise of radical consciousness
among Dalits in the state. The mere men-
tion of his name evokes a sense of confi-
dence and self-respect among them. So
much so that a large number of them prefer
to be identified as ‘Ravidassia’ rather than
be known by their customary caste titles
colored with derogatory connotations.
Thus, it is for such reasons, as
mentioned above, that Guru Ravidass was
embraced by the leadership of Ad Dharm
movement as an exemplar of the ‘middle
path’ in whose life and teachings the Dalits
of Punjab found the necessary ammunition
for the ignition of radical Dalit conscious-
ness in the state. The establishment of a
large number of Ravidass Deras by the Dal-
its in Punjab and in other parts of India over
the last few years is a case in point. Ravi-
dass became very popular among the Pun-
jabi Dalit diasporas as well, who ‘have built
Ravidass temples in almost all the towns of
the world wherever they happened to live
even in small numbers’ in order to assert
their separate caste identity. The number of
Ravidass Deras has been multiplying very
fast, and has taken the form of a sort of an
alternate socio-cultural Ravidass Deras
movement for the emancipation of the
Dalits. It has generated a sense of confi-
dence among them and provided them an
opportunity to exhibit their hitherto eclipsed
Dalit identity. These Deras, in fact, have
been functioning as missions to sensitize
the Dalits and to facilitate their empower-
ment. In order to look different from the
shrines of Hindu and Sikh religions, and to
distinctly project their separate Dalit reli-
gious identity, Ravidass Deras have formu-
lated their own religious symbols,
ceremonies, prayers, rituals and messages
of social protest against the oppressive
structures of caste domination in the agrar-
ian society of Punjab. Led by varied Ravi-
dass Deras, Guru Ravidass movement has
offered a new hope to the ex-untouchables
who have also been empowered by the var-
ious state affirmative action related provi-
sions in the Constitution of Independent
India. The goalmouth of the Ravidass move-
ment, based as it is on the teachings of
Guru Ravidass, rooted in the ideal of
Begampura (a city free from sorrows and

sufferings of all sort).
* %
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Cell: 916-628-2210
Fax: 916-745-3424
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The Relevance of Begumpura inToday's World

We are going to celebrate the 644th
Gurpurabfor the revolutionary saint, Sri
Guru Ravidass Ji, in February
2021worldwide. Undoubtedly, it is im-
portant to ponder the relevance of Be-
gumpura and what it means in today’s
world at large. The current circum-
stancesin the world especially here in
the United States of America and also in
the context of Farmers agitation in India
in response to three agricultural bills
passed by Indian government.

During his time, Guru Ravidass
Ji, saw a lot of discrimination and inhu-
mane treatment of human beings based
on poverty and caste. However, hedid
not react in anger and did not promote
hatred for those who humiliated him
and his community members. Rather he
used that agitation and anger to raise
his voice against policies of discrimina-
tion based on caste, race, social status
and economic status. He only promoted
one message that God created everyone
equal. Therefore, he worked for social
justice, liberty and humane conditions
especially for those who were and or are
downtrodden and socially oppressed.

Theessence of Begumpura (a
Village or Place without suffering) and
its meaning was also enshrined in the
Declaration of Independence which
says, “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights that
among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness”. This is the foun-
dation of American spirit and that is the
reason we all feel very proud and wel-
comed in this land of opportunities.
However, we saw that this land of op-
portunities was being suffocated by one
man rule of Donald Trump. His "America
first” was in real sense a code word for
a policy of “White first” as it was “Brah-
min First” in India during Guruiji's life
span. The same policies are being pro-
moted by current Indian government,
where public education system is being
destroyed through privatization of the
education system so that the poor peo-
ple from bottom of the social hierarchy
cannot go for higher education. We saw

that even the stipends of SC students
were withheld in India by Akali/BJP al-
liance in Punjab during their rule. The
so-called “enlightened class” of India
knows that if these people become ed-
ucated, they will change their destiny
and the destiny of their surrounding
communities. Nobody would work to
clean their homes, work in their fields
and or in their factories for cheap labor.

We need to imagine during
those days of Sri Guru Ravidass Ji, when
discrimination and untouchability was so
severe against some sections of the so-
ciety and when they were treated worse
than animals. It was during that time Sri
Guru Ravidass Ji raised his voice against
those injustices. He fought with his spir-
itual wisdom with Kings, rulers and Pun-
dits of his times against their practices
of discrimination. That was the reason
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji enshrined his
writings in Holy Guru Granth Sahib (The
Holy Book of Sikhs).

His pure spirit of fighting for
others is evident in American and Indian
societies, the oldest and largest democ-
racies of the world. We saw that exam-
ple in recent election where Americans
elected the first woman vice-president
of black and South Asian descent. This
awareness in human consciousto eradi-
cate discrimination from today’s world is
the living example of the message of
Begumpura promoted by Sri Guru
Ravidass Ji.

The concepts of “Begumpura”
or “Ram Rajaya” or "Jannat” demon-
stratesthe ideals of pureness of great
and unadulterated souls who promoted
freedom, equality and justice for all.
They campaigned against the darkness
of exploitation and greed. It is contribu-
tions from such great souls that people-
can enjoy dignity and respect without
discrimination of race, caste, religion,
gender, national origin, disability and
sexual orientation. We know that when
we look at the period of Sri Guru Ravi-
dass Ji,it was very hard for certain sec-
tors of society to protect themselves or
their families from indignity, humiliation
and violence.

Therefore, the need of Sri Guru

Ravidass Ji's Begumpurais very relevant
today as it has been centuries ago. We
all need to create a state of mind where
everyone lives in peace without suffer-
ing or anxiety. The true learning from
this concept will be to create awareness
against the current system of exploita-
tion or unfair taxes on the commaodities-
trapping people to lower levels of
welfare thus,
increasing the
inequality be-
tween haves
and have nots.
The agricul-
tural bills in
India  would
lead to widen-
ing of that gap
as we do not
have adequate
infra-struc-
tures in place
like we have in
America. We
saw the long
lines in front
of food banks
in America
during this
pandemic and
long lines of
those laborers
walking  for
hundreds of
miles without
any help from
Indian govern-
ment during
this pandemic.
We see the
safety net
have been
eroded over
the last few
decades as we
march to-
wards individ-
ualist of the
West rather
than egalitar-
ian and coop-
erative models
of the East an-

Dr. Harmesh Kumar

(The Kumar family)

cient philosophies.

It is true that Sri Guru Ravidass
Ji's message motivates us to work to es-
tablish a system of no fear, blemish or
downfall for anyone. He visualized the
“perfect state of mind;it is where there
is lasting peace and safety for all. Cer-
tainly, this is what we desperately need
today. He wrote;"God’s Kingdom is
steady, stable and eternal, there is no
second or third status; all are
equal there”.

He was able to dream about
the city which was very populous and
eternally famous and those who live
thereinwere wealthy and contented. He
continues; “They stroll about freely, just
as they please.They know the Mansion
of the Lord’s Presence, and no one
blocks their way.”

The true reflection of Be-
gumpura will be to help create a
community, city, state, nation or a global
village where everybody lives in peace
and harmony. It is where everyone is
our friend. At last, everyone has afford-
able housing, food and universal health
care all over the globe including here in
United States of America.




22 Pzl www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com

Vol- 9, Issue- 46

gvedt 24, 2021 ]

= oSN

g93 AsH fagg g Huf feg Ao 3y 39 11
afa gfee™m nirA far /7= fog sfe€ Tars v9 1
it a9 Ifee FeT fuerEge (aBeTamm) & 28 TI=dT 2021,
& HoTE T 99 U5 Us Ri3qrg 9feem it Hoow @
6443 U yaw fears it AT Baet § Bu-SY =urEintt Hi
g iyt ATY ufeRTat 576 a9 W UJe & dfes-19 St Aest 3193 THEM 39 & U
% Ig 4@ Aoy it & ues fewdt gt § AeeT a9 v s AewT aWtE

Nirmal

!
o
e

AIRPORT AUTO PARTS

RAJ SINGH
CFO

520 SANMATEOAVE.  Phone (650) 952-1135
SAN BRUNO, CA 94066 Fax: (650) 952-1991

m Report all Claims to:
. Farmers Claim Department

AUTO, HOME, FARMERS 24 hours a Day, 7 days a week

INSURANCE 1-800-435-7764
LIFE, BUSINESS, NIRMAL SINGH INSURANCE AGENCY
RENTER, WORKERS 363 El Camino Real, Suite 219

South San Francisco, CA 94080

COMPENSATION Bus: (415) 967-1258, Cell: (650) 867-9621 i
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S. Avtar Singh Bains

Former: Treasurer
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Shingara Singh Ralh (President)
and Ralh Family
Sri Guru Ravidass Temple Yuba City (CA)
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Toll Free 1-866-FOR-RAJA

www.rajasweets.com

msbains@rajasweets.com

AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS
o ' Fresh Sweets, Snacks & Food

Catering for All occasions

o @ . . o & -
‘RajaSweets & Indian Cuisine /@ Indian Cuisine & Bar N up tT"kmomt’"Bg"“t:‘
31853 Alvarado Blvd. Union City CA 94587 1275 W Winton Ave. Hayward CA 94545 “ b e By i

Ph. (510) 489-3100  Fax (510) 489-9111 Ph. (510) 264-9300 Fax (510) 264-9345
ltems Serving: Catering Services: Additional Services: (.

i All kinds of Sweets e Weddmy Ceremonies & Warmers S =.

 Snacks &Food o povostions/ Bithday Parties® Chaffing Dishes s vt wis s, o e, for et

ae’renmahwaaewﬁ* shithideededl

@ (Chaat & Tikki Stall o s .
& PaniPooriStall  *® Religious Gatherings : f”"::: :ef";g”e’ ware

@ Bhel Poori / Pav Bhaji *® Corporate Events >
@ Falooda Kulfi # Picnics / Bar-b-que & Waiters & Bartenders J58

Call Makhan Bains or Ravinder Singh for your next Party 1-866-FOR RAJA www.RajaSweets.com
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Kewal Bolina
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SWEETS & SPICES

CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT

SJIST YT
It AT W ITIRSt
Hos'ger Hew Bérﬂ??wf?:’@

WE HAVE || MUSIC, FABRIC
LARGEST ARTIFICIAL
COLLECTION | | JEWELRY, SWEETS,
FOR INDIAN 1 FRESH VEGETABLES
GROCERY & MORE..
Super Eyebrow ,{
Threading Now Open
Eyebrow Threading

& Henna Tattoo

7 times,
Get 8th one free!

Inside India Market

RN -

916-798-8142

5203 EKLHORN 8LVD 1265 PLEASANT GROVE BLVD
SACRAMENTO CA 95842 3100 ROSEVILLE, ¢4 95707 -

916- 786-7666

IndiaMarketRoseville@gmail.com

916- 338-5511
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HAPPY BAZAAR

INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

WE ARE OPEN

7 DAYS A WEEK
9:00am to 8:30pm

Ph: (209) 478-0285
oy voun oay wira vores i Fax: (209) 477-3206

We sell Air Tickets a3 in 2wiamwia feazi 4 Suseu aa

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES
1304 E Hammer Lane # 7 Stockton CA 95212

EMAIL: Indiabazaarus@yanoo.com

CALL US
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AHT Far3 & HY 9 Ifee™m Haaw it € 644%° goysy &t
S U-5 U =gl
AHT Har3 ¢ a3t 3 1 #t a9 Ifeem Sus fokfés,

AXIHE, SBedam fed 9% Id1 <t a9 we &t €At
fe8 »uz T3 Haes UTg At

CORNING feg UA™dt 2g9ad 397et & Myt

AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All Major Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
* Used Tires Start From & 135

* Old Change $ 189 + Tax

* We also do truck and car washing and waxing
W1 * Friendly and Professional Staff

* We offer truck and car detailing

e e etem s | 186 BT HET € Mo #YW fe6 TIRES

grElsta 749 (B 2fEd)  $749

Used Tires American Brand $99+ Labor
uu m Recap Truck Tire $ 249 + Labor WASI.II I'UBEI BRAKES
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas oi Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s28.99 ©650-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.
PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Auto Services:

* Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

+ Transmission Repair / Replacement
* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair
* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

Trucks & Trailers Services:

* DPF Filter Cleaning

* Clutch * Computer Check
»Transmission  *Differential

*New / Use Tires * Inspections
*Oilchanges  * Van/Reefer Work
* Wheel Balancing

* Truck & Trailer Repair

* All Major & Minor Repairs

* We Do Aluminium Welding

We Provide Towing &

24/7 Mobile Road Services
For All Autos, Trucks & Trailers

ACCEPTED HERE

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi

We Provide Al Autos,
e, TTUCKS & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Blvd, Manteca CA 95336
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Law Office of
NIRWAN & ASSOCIATES

www.hirwanlaw.com

Business
Incorporation
Articles of Incorp

Dissolution

501 © Non-Profit

Jagdip S. Nlrwan, Esg 916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
* Employment
* Appeals-1]/
* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum
* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW
* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
* File Back Taxes
* Tax Preparation
* Audits, Appeals
* Tax Court Rep
* IRS/EDD/FTB Representation
* Personal & Business
* Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

1104 Corporate Way Sacramento, CA 95831

oA R A

:
A&S
" Auto Repair & Services -

Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers

inspection tune-ups and more

LR R R R S A

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to

Dealer Recommended Service Shocks/Struts A/C Servics

Ph: 916-238-4431
649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2
Rio Linda, CA 95673

T Ty vy

y L'. . -

Amarijit Sandhu
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